News Release 
Date: Immediate release 
Do you work in Optical healthcare in the South West?  
Want to find out more about what changes in the NHS will mean for local eye health services? 
Eye health professionals in the South West are set to find out what the latest NHS changes will mean for the commissioning of local eye care services on Monday 7th February.   Optometrists and Opticians are invited to the Local Optical Committees Support Unit roadshow in Taunton which will provide details of the new role of GP Commissioners who, in the future, will be responsible for planning local health services.  
A key presenter at the event is John Bewick, NHS South West Director for Commissioning Development. He said, “The NHS is changing who commissions local health services in order to better meet the needs of the local community and to make the best use of the money available. This roadshow is a real chance to explore how these changes will work in practice.  “
The roadshow which is free of charge for members of the optical professions, is taking place on Monday 7th February at Maunsel House, North Newton, Nr Taunton, Somerset TA7 0BU. 
In addition to the evening session which features John Bewick and focusses on Clinical Commissioning and what it will mean for the South West region, the training and development event has separate workshops throughout the day on:
· Understanding more about the NHS and GOS contracts – led by John Hearnshaw, PCC Commissioning – (accredited with two CET points)	
· Developing Successful Contract Negotiation Skills  - facilitated by Dr Mark Davies, Res Consortium 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Delegates can choose to attend either all or part of the event.

To book a place or find out more details please contact Cameronmitchell@locsu.co.uk or tel: 02072028156 or fax: 0207 2619661
Ends
Notes to editors 
· This roadshow has been organised by the Local Optical Committee Support Unit.  The Local Optical Support Unit provides support and expertise to Local Optical Committees across England.  LOCSU provides quality, practical support to Local and Regional Optical Committees (LOCs/ROCs) in England and Wales to help them to develop, negotiate and implement local objectives in respect of primary eye care services. of communications will help LOCs/ROCs to be more effective in expanding the role of optometry locally and speaking with one voice.

Media enquiries 
Jenny Manchester, Communications Officer, LOCSU 0791 3779049 or jennymanchester@locsu.co.uk 





image1.jpeg
ISUPPORT
Exgil

SUPPORT FOR PRIMARY
EYE CARE DEVELOPMENT




