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Referral-to-Treatment within 2 weeks is crucial to preserve vision in patients with wet AMD.  The 
Rapid Access Referral Pathway exists to expedite this process.   
 
On Monday morning during the Rapid Access Clinic all new patients will have visual acuity 
assessment, ophthalmological examination and retinal imaging (Optical coherence tomography, OCT 
and Fundus fluorescein angiography, FFA).   
 
On Tuesday morning a multi-disciplinary FFA meeting takes place where the diagnosis and 
treatment options are discussed.  The patient will be contacted the same morning and, if suitable, 
treatment will occur the same day, or within one week, during one of three Macular Treatment 
Clinics (Mon pm, Tue pm, Wed am). 
 
The referrer will be contacted regarding the outcome, even if a diagnosis of wet AMD is excluded. 
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Rapid Access Referral Process for Wet AMD 

 

Patient presents with new/acute symptoms 

 

Optometrist 
(Do not send back to GP) 

GP / 
A&E 

 

Ophthalmologist 

Refer Urgently and Directly by Fax (020 8963 7170) if 

Symptom(s): Central Scotoma | Deteriorating Vision | Spontaneous Visual Distortion 
Sign(s):  Macular Haemorrhage | Macular Oedema | Macular Drusen | Macular Exudate 

Rapid Access Clinic 
Mon AM 

Assessment: VA / OCT / FFA 
Diagnosis of Wet AMD – Suitable for treatment? 

Yes No 

Macular Treatment Clinic 
Mon PM | Tue PM | Wed AM 

Low Visual Aids Clinic 
RNIB MS  

 


