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To all Ophthalmic Contractors in Trafford.
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Talbot Road
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Manchester

M16 0PQ
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04 March 2010



MARCH 2010 NEWSLETTER
Dear Colleagues
1. Cataract Claims

As few practices have been using an old cataract claim form, a copy of the latest form is enclosed.  Whilst claims on the old form have not been refused, I hope practices will change to the new one.
We would not expect to receive claims in respect of the same patient more frequently than every 12 months.  Please ask me for advice if you feel that there are exceptional circumstances.  In the event that a patient fails to be referred for some reason, a re-referral should normally be made without a further examination.
2. OHT Claims

Some practices are enthusiastically taking advantage of the scheme whilst others have yet to start.  I would encourage those practices which have not yet started repeating tonometry to do so.

There is an error in the claim form – it refers to reusable tonometer prisms instead of disposable tonometer prisms.  Thanks to those practices which noticed the error and an amended form is enclosed.

For practices using first-line Goldmann or Perkins, the pilot was for an initial 2 months.  However, we haven’t had many of these claims yet and the pilot scheme is extended until further notice.

3. Incomplete GOS forms 

Incomplete GOS forms are being received and these are being rejected by finance and returned for correction. Common errors are:
· Date of last sight test is not being entered.

· Early retest codes are not being entered.

· Reasons for childrens sight tests more frequently than 1 year are not being entered.

· Outcomes of tests are not being entered.

Some of these were addressed in the letter which I sent out on 19 March 2009 and a further copy is enclosed as a reminder.
LOC Website

Copies of all guidances which are on the DVD which was sent to practices as well as all sorts of information are being posted onto the LOC website at www.salfordandtraffordloc.co.uk from where they can be accessed.  There are also some FAQs on the OHT scheme.

Yours faithfully
Harvey

Harvey Bussin B.Sc(Hons), MCOptom

Optometric Adviser

Trafford PCT

Harvey.bussin@trafford.nhs.uk
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