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	LOC HOT BRIEF

Confidential to LOCs & ROCs ( June 2010 ( Issue 6/10  


Private & Confidential
Dear LOC/ROC Officers and Committee Members,
These Hot Briefs contain guidance and advice from the national representative bodies (ABDO, AOP, FODO) and LOCSU on important issues relevant to the optical sector, which LOCSU would like LOCs/ROCs to be aware of or to take action/not take action on.  We hope you find them useful.
The Hot Briefs are intended for LOC/ROC officers and committee members. Please forward them to practices and practitioners within your LOC area but please note they are not intended to be shared beyond this circle. 
For access to this and all previous Hot Briefs, you can register with LOCSU’s secure web area using the following link: Primary Health Net - secure web area
Vetting & Barring June 2010
You will have heard in the media today about the government’s review of the vetting & barring scheme.  This is to be a review from first principles and is to report in three months.  

The likely outcome is that, in the optical sector, only GOC registered health professionals ie optometrists, contact and dispensing opticians, will be required to be registered with the Independent Safeguarding Authority, and not optical assistants, secretarial, reception and other retail staff. 

The “access to personal data” test is also likely to be abolished as unnecessary which will remove the difficulty about optical assistants, receptionists, etc having access to optical records. 

Immediate implications

The immediate implications are that the national timetable for introducing vetting & barring will now be put back by at least three months ie 

· registration with the new scheme will not now start on 26 July 2010.  

· the requirement for employers to check all new hires are ISA-registered will not now start on 10 November 2010. 

· it is also unlikely that it will now be necessary for optical practices to have to split their records into optical and health care sections. 

Action

The optical representative bodies will be responding through the Optical Confederation to this latest review on the professions’ behalf and LOCSU will share their draft response with LOCs/ROCs. 

In the meantime there is another consultation in progress on the abolition of “controlled activity” which would have been the category of vetting and barring activity under which optical assistants, secretarial, reception and other retail staff might have been bought within the vetting and barring scheme.  

It is important that we keep up the pressure on this and make our views known.  

The closing date for consultation is 9 July 2010.  A copy of the Optical Confederation’s response is attached. 

LOCs are encouraged to submit similar responses in their own words if they wish.  
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