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	LOC HOT BRIEF

Confidential to LOCs & ROCs ( February 2010 ( Issue 2/10


Private & Confidential
Dear LOC/ROC Officers and Committee Members,
These Hot Briefs contain guidance and advice from the national, representative bodies (ABDO, AOP. FODO)  and LOCSU on important issues relevant to the optical sector, which LOCSU would like LOCs/ROCs to be aware of or to take action/not take action on.  We hope you find them useful.
The Hot Briefs are intended for LOC/ROC officers and committee members. Please forward them to practices and practitioners within your LOC area but please note they are not intended to be shared beyond this circle. 
· Care Quality Commission – no jurisdiction over optometry or optics
· Election Campaign 2010 - Countdown
1.
Care Quality Commission – No Jurisdiction over Optometry or Optics
LOCs will recall that, when the Health and Social Care Act 2008 which established the Care Quality Commission, was going through Parliament, the Department of Health gave reassurances that the Department had no plans to include private sight-testing, dispensing or General Ophthalmic Services (GOS) – mandatory and additional services - within the Care Quality Commission’s remit. 

This is distinct of course from NHS enhanced services which are commissioned locally in the same way as (and often as a substitute) for hospital services and may therefore in some circumstances fall within the Commission’s remit. 

New Regulations

Regulations
 setting out which NHS and private sector activities will be regulated by the Care Quality Commission from April 2010 have been published  please click here  The optical negotiating bodies confirm that these do not include private sight-testing, dispensing or GOS.  Dispensing is already an entirely private  transaction and, in line with Departmental reassurances, Schedule 2, paragraph 12 explicitly exempts from the Care Quality Commission remit “primary ophthalmic services provided under Part 6 of the 2006 Act [i.e. GOS] and services of a kind which, if provided in pursuance of that Act, would be provided as primary ophthalmic services [i.e.  private sight testing etc]”.  Our explanations are in italics.

The optical bodies have asked LOCSU to remind LOCs of this position as it is not always clear to PCTs.  

PCTs may have been misled by statements about the inclusion of “primary care” by the previous Chair of the Care Quality Commission, Dame Barbara Young, when the Commission was set up last year.  The regulations do indeed provide for other contractor services to be brought within the Commission’s ambit i.e. dental services in 2011 and general medical service from 2012, but not optics.  

Advice

There is of course a policy misalignment in that PCTs are often instructed by the Care Quality Commission to ensure that certain requirements are imposed on all PCT contractors e.g. clinical governance.  This overlooks the fact that the only link between PCTs and GOS contractors is the GOS contract.  

LOCs are reminded to advise PCTs, who might be confused, of this fact and not to accept any additional requirements beyond those already set out in the nationally agreed GOS contracts and the GOS Contract Compliance Framework, without LOC and contractor agreement and appropriate funding. 

In cases of doubt or for additional support, please contact LOCSU or, in the case of contractors, the appropriate representative body. 

2.
Election Campaign 2010 - Countdown
Target Constituencies

Following the issue of the LOCSU General Election Lobbying DVD, the optical representative bodies are targeting the hundred most marginal seats by asking LOCs in those areas to arrange a visit to an optical practice for candidates of the main political parties in the next 12 weeks i.e. before polling day.  

The aim is to ensure that the new intake of 646 MPs in June 2010 fully understands the importance of regular sight testing, the benefits of having a nationally-negotiated sight testing contract i.e. universal coverage, maximum patient choice, no waiting times, no post code lottery or local, regional or unacceptable variations, very low transaction costs for the NHS; and accessible public health for all.

LOCSU will provide regular updates on success as we move towards the election, by email and on its website www.locsu.co.uk 
Next steps

However this is only a start.  The friendships we are now establishing and building with the new MPs will need to be sustained.  LOCSU will therefore provide two variants of a ‘congratulations’ letter (new election/re-election) which we will be asking LOCs/ROCs to send to their local MPs, as appropriate, in the week after polling day.  

In addition, as the year develops, LOCSU plans to produce “syndicated” newspaper articles on eye health matters which LOCs can feed to their local newspapers (or that LOCSU can supply to named local journalists on LOCs’ behalf if they wish), to promote the work of the professions and the need for regular sight-testing.

Call to Arms

This is the start of a massive campaign on behalf of the professions and the wider optical sector to ensure that 

· eye health remains a central part of the NHS during the coming years of fiscal restraint

· the sight test continues to be nationally negotiated and agreed for the benefit of all 

· and new MPs are sighted on the desirability of standardised local enhanced services across the whole country, for example, glaucoma referral requirements and PEARS.  

The representative bodies and LOCSU are asking all LOCs, AOCs and ROCs to participate in this ongoing campaign for professional and public health recognition and will supply them with everything they need to be able to fulfil this function over the coming months and years. 

The campaign will not only focus on LOCs/ROCs/AOCs but also optical manufacturers, distributers and suppliers within each constituency, working in partnership with LOCs. 

Copies of DVD
Additional copies of the election lobbying DVD and supporting materials are available from Janice Phillips – janicephillips@locsu.co.uk.  The DVD can be viewed on the Optometry Today TV website: http://www.optometrytoday.tv/   and if you want to download it, contact Jan Phillips for further details.

Copies of Lobbying Brief
Copies of the lobbying brief can be accessed on LOCSU’s website, using the following link: Lobbying Brief
 Heather Marshall, Head of Public Affairs with ABDO/AOP/FODO would be happy to discuss how you can adapt the briefing material to suit your local circumstances. Her contact details are: 
heathermarshall@aop.org.uk 
Tel:  020 7202 8157

� The Health and Social Care Act 2008 (Regulated Activities) Regulations 2009
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