Minutes of the LOC AGM

 Meeting held at 6.15pm

4th June 2008

 Holiday Inn, Junction 36 A1
Attendees:
Aileen Murgatroyd


Philip Murgatroyd


Alan Parkhurst


Ian Parkhurst


Neil Parkhurst

Martin Whatley

Joe Sham

S Ali

Amar Bahra 

Omar Hassan

1. Welcome and Introductions

The meeting opened at 6:15pm.

2. Apologies

Apologies were received from:

Arthur Leach, Emma Parkhust-Tubby, Claire Morris, Mark Garrity, Richard Puttrell, Geoff Lord,

3. Declaration of Interest:

Mr. Martin Whatley is the Optometric Advisor to Doncaster Primary Care Trust.

4. Minutes from the last meeting 
These were agreed as an accurate record – proposed by and seconded by 
5. Matters arising

Chairman’s Report
Alan Parkhurst reported on several projects between the LOC and the PCT during this last year

1

IT Bid

The LOC were advised that the PCT had a non recurring budget from the last financial year which they would allocate to projects which would be in the interest and improvement of patient’s health. The LOC put in a bid for IT communication equipment for all the Optometric practices in Doncaster. The allowance per practice was £2100. Practices could have access to N3 and the PCT would fund the installation but the annual cost of £1500 would have to be borne by the practice.

My thanks to Sara Whatley for her help in putting the bid together.

2

Doncaster’s Vision for Life

Following a report from Aston University about the lack of screening and the poor uptake of eye examinations for children the LOC put a bid in to the \pct for funding to raise awareness in the Doncaster area of the need to have children’s eyes examined by qualified professionals. This bid was successful and a budget of £35000.00 was given. A pilot survey is currently in place to estimate the numbers of children seen without any advertising. The campaign which has been named Doncaster vision for life will be launched next Monday 9th June and will run for three months. Advertisements will be on Buses both inside and out and at the back (or rears as they are known and the sides (called street liners) Trax FM will be advertising daily, and adverts will appear in cinemas. Posters and promotional material will be available for Optometric practices, schools, nurseries. Playgroups. GP practices, Pharmacies and Children’s libraries. This is a very comprehensive campaign and the success of this will determine any future partnerships of a similar nature we will have with the PCT. All practices will be asked to complete a new survey to enable the results to be analysed and measured. A full report will be available at a later date.

3

Doncaster’s Community Glaucoma Service.

The LOC were approached by the PCT to become involved in the organisation of this service. Dr Braidwood a local GP had done quite a bit of work on this before the LOC became involved and when the LOC met with him I think it is fair to say we were taken aback at the complexity of what he was proposing. The outcome of our meeting with him was that a liaison group would be formed to help him through the processes. I understand this group has met but we have no report from it yet.

4

Diabetic Retinopathy Screening group

I was invited to join this group last year and I have now attended two meeting

Whilst we are not in agreement as an LOC about the exclusion of Optometrist from the Diabetic Screening Program in Doncaster, I felt it sufficiently important to attend the meetings and develop a rapport with the members of this committee, following our invitation to join.

We must remember that the PCT chair this meeting and fund the work and for that reason alone we must maintain contact. Two main points have come from these meetings

A

All personnel involved in the screening program nationally have to be retrained by September of this year. That is from the Consultants downwards. Some recognition of prior learning will be allowed for. This will be some distance learning and block courses.

B

The PCT recognise that the current numbers of diabetics being screened is rising and there may well be the need for Optometric involvement in the future. If we are not on this committee we may be out of sight out of mind.

 The PCT are setting up a development group for optometry and Richard Puttrell has agreed to represent us.

We have a place on the managing concerns group. This meets fairly regularly but we only attend when input from our own profession is required.

Emma and I attended the LOC Conference last year and it gave us the confidence as new LOC Officers to approach some of the tasks we have had to tackle this year, the presentations from the support group and conversations in the margins of the presentations were interesting and useful. The LOC Conference was linked in with the NOC Conference which we were not authorised to attend but I would urge you to encourage your Chairman and Secretary to attend both as reference was often made in presentations to subjects that had been covered in the NOC.

This has been a very busy year for the LOC and I cannot see this next year any different. I am grateful to the members of our committee who are now becoming involved in sharing the workload and giving me their input.     

9. Treasurer’s Report

Balance of Account is £18308.36.
10. Election of Officers

No ballot papers had been received prior to the meeting.

Emma Parkhurst-Tubby agreed to continue within the role of Secretary.




Proposed by 



Seconded by
Alan Parkhurst agreed to continue within the role of Chairman.




Proposed by 




Seconded by 

Philip Murgatroyd agreed to continue within on the role of Treasurer




Proposed by 



Seconded by 
12. Date and time of next meeting

The meeting ended at    pm.

Any queries please contact

doncasterloc@hotmail.co.uk
