[image: image1.wmf]
Welcome
This is the first edition of LOC Talk, the newsletter from the Wiltshire Local Optometric  Committee.  
It will be published after each committee meeting and will keep you informed of local issues and the work that the Committee is involved in regarding our professional role in the community.
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Chair:            Keith Pearce

Vice Chair:    Raman Aggarwal

Secretary:     Diane Kilgour

Treasurer:     Martin Bull

Members:    Jon Pillinger

                      Jo Forss

                       Keith Bottomley

                       Anna Dailey

                      Susan Downie

                       Angela Davey

The Committee met on Wednesday 28th September.

Ophthalmology Pathways Meeting

On Wednesday 28th September a meeting, which had been called by Maggie Rae of NHS Wiltshire, was held to discuss the current situation regarding cataract referral and follow-up pathways and glaucoma referral refinement, in Wiltshire.  The meeting was attended by representatives of Wiltshire PCT, NHS Wiltshire, consultants from the three hospitals serving Wiltshire patients and Keith P. and Martin representing the LOC. 

There was not full agreement between the consultants of the three hospitals on the best cataract pathway, but there was agreement that there should be a clear path for optometrists to follow when referring patients for cataract surgery.  Representatives from the PCT and consultants present agreed to work towards this.

All consultants from the represented hospitals agreed that the LOCSU glaucoma referral refinement pathways should be implemented.  The PCT made the point that there is a process that needs to be carried out to allow this to happen, including putting the referral refinement task out to tender.

Information about these will be circulated as and when we have it.

Swindon Glaucoma Referral Refinement

Keith P. and Raman recently attended a meeting at the Great Western Hospital to discuss the present LOCSU Glaucoma Referral Refinement Scheme.  This has been in operation for some time now and is working very well.

One of the GWH Consultants said he would be looking at Optometrists taking on OHT monitoring.  This would probably involve GAT, angle assessment, fields and dilated disc assessment and the Optometrist would be totally responsible for the patient.

There is also a Referral Management Centre (now called the Primary Care Booking Centre) at the PCT (Not at GWH).  Please ensure you fax all referrals to the correct number shown at the top of the referral form.  Any referrals for IOPs >21mmHg from non-accredited Optometrists will be triaged and sent to an accredited Optometrist for repeat pressures.

It was also requested that GWH Consultants send out copies of GP letters to referring Optometrists as it is important to us for feedback and are a learning tool.

Events

Keith P. and Raman will be attending the National Optometric Conference on 3rd/4th November.

Dates for your Diary

The next committee meeting is planned for December 2011.
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