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Southgate House

Pans Lane

Devizes

Wiltshire

SN10 5EQ

Tel: 01380 733960
e-mail: beatrix.howe@wiltshire.nhs.uk
21st September 2009
Dear Colleague 
We are writing to remind you that the Westbury Day Surgery Unit at Westbury Hospital will be closing on 29th October 2009 and inform you of the arrangements for cataract referrals from that date. The closure is part of the planned introduction of three new treatment centers in our region at Cirencester, Emerson’s Green (just north of Bristol) and Devizes. These units will be operated by UK Specialist Hospitals South West Ltd (UKSH).  Both the Devizes and Emerson’s Green facilities will provide cataract surgery. 
Devizes NHS Treatment Centre (Wiltshire): this is a purpose designed centre providing day surgical treatment, outpatient appointments and diagnostic tests including two operating theatres.  The site is close to the town centre in Green Lane. It is served by a local bus service every 20 minutes on weekdays.
Emerson’s Green NHS Treatment Centre (North Bristol):   this is a purpose built surgical hospital to the north-east of Bristol in South Gloucestershire, close to the M5 and M4 corridor. The centre will have four operating theatres and 34 beds together with supporting out-patient, diagnostic and administrative facilities.

With the closure of Westbury we have ceased to commission services from Bath Eye Care and will close the cataract referral booking centre.  The available providers for cataract surgery from 29th October will be Devizes NHS Treatment Centre, Wiltshire; and the acute trusts: Salisbury Foundation Trust, Royal United Hospital, Bath and Great Western Hospital, Swindon. 

As the Devizes Treatment Centre (UKSH) is a new provider of cataract services, the waiting list should be shorter and more convenient for patients. UKSH will hold open days for stakeholders including optometrists in late October and you will be invited by UKSH to attend an open day. First out patient appointments will commence on Monday the 2nd November and surgery will start on the 16th November.

We would like you to use Devizes Treatment Centre as a local provider of the cataract service when making a direct referral. If you have previously used the Westbury booking centre, we would like you to continue the same pathway but instead of faxing referrals to 01373 864761

Please be informed that this is an interim solution prior to a Wiltshire wide review of the cataract pathway. The review will commence in the near future and you will be informed in due course. 

Yours sincerely 

Martin Brennan





Jo Cullen 

Lead Commissioning Manager



Head of Primary Care
Attachments: referral summary, referral form, exclusion criteria
CC: GPs, LOC, UKSH
Please fax cataract referrals to 01380 725445 as of 5th October 2009.








