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	Corporate Services
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Castle Business Park

Stirling

FK5 4SD

Telephone:  01786 463031
Fax:             01786 451474
	

	To:  Forth Valley Optometrists, Dispensing 
       Opticians and Orthoptists
	Date
	25th August 2010

	
	Your Ref
	

	
	Our Ref    
	RS

	
	
	

	
	Enquiries to

	Florence King

	
	Extension
	209

	
	Direct Line
	01786 457209


Dear Colleague
Area Optical Committee – Newsletter August 2010
Welcome to the latest Forth Valley Area Optical Committee newsletter. Our most recent meeting was held on 23rd August where we discussed a number of items. Please circulate this letter to your colleagues who may not have received it. If you wish to be added to the mailing list please contact me at the email address at the end of the letter.

AGM 25th October 2010
Our AGM this year will be held on 25th October 2010 in the board room at NHS Forth Valley, Carseview House, Castle Business Park, Stirling at 6pm.
The following member’s term of office on the committee are coming to an end and are up for re-election; Rhona Geddes, Sandy Bovaird, Colin Stein, Richard Spruce, Lindsay Cowan, Grace Love and Tom McMahon. If you would like to serve on the committee or nominate a local optometrist or dispensing optometrist to go on the committee please fill out the attached Member Nomination Form and return it to Florence King at Carseview House by 24 September 2010. We desperately need more dispensing opticians to be involved in the committee.  My term as Chair and Lindsay’s as Vice Chair is coming to an end so if you would like to be considered for these positions please also let Florence know by marking your nomination paper accordingly. 
Dr Scott, Consultant Ophthalmologist in Forth Valley has agreed to give a lecture on Corneal Problems at the AGM and I would like to see as many optometrists and dispensing opticians there as possible.  Alcon have kindly agreed to provide sandwiches for everyone who attends. If you are planning on attending please let Florence King, Corporate Services Manager at NHS Forth Valley know on florence.king@nhs.net 

Primary Care Training Clinic

We are looking at setting up a Primary Care Training Clinic at SRI before the end of the year. It would be envisaged that 2 or 3 optometrists would attend the clinic that would run once a month and examine carefully selected patients under close supervision of one of the ophthalmologists. The patients would have problems that could typically walk into our practices any day of the week (red eye, blepharitis, flashes and floaters etc) and it would be hoped that the optometrists attending the clinic would have more confidence dealing with these type of conditions in everyday practice after taking part in the training and thus avoid unnecessary referrals. NES has agreed to fund the clinics. More details will follow. 

AOP Audit Sheet

Tom McMahon has found a very useful tool for carrying out clinical audit of patient records on the AOP website. The Spreadsheet can be used to find a score for each record so you can judge how complete your records are. Part of the spreadsheet can be seen below.
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Date:

Auditor:

Total

reason forvisit

POH

cH

meds

FOH

smoker yesino (if relevant)

external examination and technique used

[ history and symptoms:

internal eve examination and technique used





The spreadsheet can be found at http://www.aop.org.uk/12711583863148.html
Forth Valley Area Optical Committee holds meetings every 2-3 months, usually in the board room, NHS Forth Valley, Carseview House, Castle Business Park, Stirling. All optometrists, dispensing opticians and orthoptists are welcome to attend as observers but only members of the committee are able to vote on matters arising. The committee is not yet at capacity so if you wish to join please let us know. A small amount of funding is also available from NHS Forth Valley to help cover member’s expenses. Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday 25th October 2010 at 6 pm at Carseview House. This is our AGM. Please let us know if you would like to attend. As always, if you have any questions, concerns or issues you would like us to raise at our meetings please contact us on richard.spruce@virgin.net or the.cowans@talktalk.net
Yours sincerely
Richard Spruce

Chair of FVAOC









Chairman Ian Mullen   OBE BSc MR PharmS  DL

Chief Executive Fiona Mackenzie    MA (Hons) MBA CIHM DipHSM



Forth Valley NHS Board is the common name for Forth Valley Health Board

Registered Office:  Carseview House, Castle Business Park, Stirling, FK9 4SW

www.nhsforthvalley.com
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