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AREA OPTICAL COMMITTEE
minute of the area optical committee held on monday 14th january 2008 at 6.00 p.m. in the board room, nhs forth valley, carseview house, castle business park, stirling.
Present:

Mr C Stein (Chair)



Ms C Balance



Mr S Bovaird




Mrs L Cowan




Mr D Cruickshanks




Mr B Duncan




Ms R Geddes




Mr T McMahon




Mr B McNab




Mr R Spruce

 In Attendance: 
Mr N Erskine 




Mrs F King, Corporate Services Manager, NHS Forth Valley (Minutes)




Mr A Morton
Mr Stein welcomed members and those in attendance to the meeting.

1/
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.
2/
MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 22nd OCTOBER 2007
The Minute of the Meeting held on 22nd October 2007 was approved subject to the following amendments:

Page 1, bullet points 4 and 5
Bullet points 4 and 5 to be amended to read as follows:
· Need to appoint Optometric Adviser to the Board - progressing.
· Need to implement a pre-school eye screening programme for children – given the changes to health visitor role associated with Hall 4 – needs progressing.

Page 3, Item iv) Primary/Secondary Care Interface Meeting
Last sentence of second paragraph to be amended to read:   Mr Stein advised that he would be sending out a questionnaire to all Optometrists.

Page 4, second paragraph, first sentence
Second paragraph, first sentence to be amended to read:   The Committee was advised that the newly diagnosed glaucoma support group meetings would be set up before December 2007.

Page 5, 3rd Bullet point
The 3rd bullet point on page 5, to be amended to read as follows:

· Need to appoint Optometric Adviser to the Board

3/
MATTERS ARISING
i)
Visual Screening for Children in Forth Valley in Line with Hall 4 Recommendations

The Business Plan was submitted and heard by the HALL 4 Support Group.  A 
presentation was given by Orthoptist’s.  Members noted that Dr John Schulga, 
Consultant Paediatrician was the Lead for this. It was planned to give a 
presentation and/or provide a paper to all three CHP Committees in the near future.   
Manpower was available in NHS Forth Valley to carry out this screening 
programme.   
ii)
Post-Operative Patients:   Golden Jubilee Hospital: Update


Mr Stein reported he had contacted Mrs Evelyn Hadden, Primary Care Contracts 
Manager who advised that Forth Valley Health Board approved payment at the 
supplementary rate. Ms Balance highlighted that a package of care had been 
purchased from the Golden Jubilee Hospital.
iii)
Committee Membership:  Update

Mr Stein reported that he was very encouraged with the membership and enthusiasm 
of the Committee.    A special welcome was given to Mr Niall Erskine and Mr Alistair 
Morton who were in attendance.
iv)
Primary/Secondary Care Interface Meeting

Ms Balance advised that she was happy for the Chair of the Area Optical Committee 
to sit in on a primary/secondary care interface meeting.    She agreed to pass papers to 
Mr Stein in advance of meetings.    The 18 week target from referral to treatment for 
cataracts had been reached and work would be ongoing to maintain this.     
v)
Future Provision of Ophthalmic Services – New Acute Hospital, Larbert

This would be discussed at a future meeting later in the year.    Mrs King agreed to 
contact Mrs Goggins to progress this.
4/
THE DIABETIC RETINAL SCREENING PROGRAMME IN FORTH 
VALLEY
The Committee received a presentation on the Diabetic Retinal Screening (DRS) Programme in Forth Valley from Mr Duncan Cruickshanks, Principal Optometrist.
Mr Cruickshanks highlighted and explained the following:
· National DRS system

· National DRS groups

· Software

· Regional DRS

General discussion took place on the DRS hospital based service in Forth Valley and the projected and required capacity for 2007.    Level 2 grading was also highlighted.  
Members also discussed:
· Slit Lamp Clinics/Optometrist Slit Lamp Clinics
· Level 3/Quality Assurance/Laser Clinic

· Scottish Diabetic Retinal Grading Scheme

· SDRGS Definitions
· M2 Classification

Mr Cruickshanks reported that the Scottish Diabetic Retinopathy Grading Scheme was hierarchical and feature based.   The grade for each eye was determined by the lowest grade compatible with the features present.  Maculopathy was graded separately and in addition to the overall retinopathy grade.   
The Committee thanked Mr Cruickshanks for his presentation.
5/
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE OPHTHALMIC DEPARTMENT:  UPDATE
Ms Ballance reported the Dr Andrew Ferguson would take up post on 18th February 2008.  Dr Ferguson’s post was part-time (3.5 clinical sessions per week). Members noted that Dr Ferguson had an interest in plastic surgery.  
The Department Newsletter was ready and due for circulation in the middle of February 2008 and would help to publicise the new triage telephone number for referrals and update on events within the Department.

Members noted that 70 patients currently received Lucentis treatment and that some additional funding had been received.  The referral system was currently being reviewed.
Ms Balance highlighted that Dr Wardrop held a new glaucoma clinic on a Friday at Stirling Royal Infirmary.   It was anticipated that the new children’s low vision clinic would start towards the end of January 2008 at Camelon Clinic.
6/
FEEDBACK FROM THREE CHP REPRESENTATIVES
There was nothing to report on behalf of Clackmannanshire, Stirling and Falkirk CHP Committees.    Meetings for all three CHP Committees were scheduled during February 2008.

7/
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Mr Stein reported that he had carried out a new practice visit.   Members who had attended the Optometry Conference in Glasgow felt it had been a worthwhile event with some good presentations.

On 3rd December Mr Stein attended the Optometry Scotland Council meeting where a three year deal had been agreed.    An equipment grant of £10,000 per practice had been secured for this financial year to help purchase equipment (e.g. retinal cameras).  A £1M grant award to train Scottish Optometrists in advanced techniques was anticipated.

Members noted that after 2009 all patients over 60+ would be eligible to have retinal images carried out free of charge. 

Mr Stein highlighted that Optometry Scotland reported 60% of independent Optometrists were not paying the voluntary level fees.   Optometry Scotland hoped to add a clause for mandatory levy of fees in the Public Health Bill to the Scottish Parliament.

Mr Stein had circulated a survey questionnaire with regard to participating in shared/co-managed ophthalmic care in Forth Valley with the December Newsletter, 46 responses had been received to date.   It was hoped to complete an email address list to enable efficient dissemination of information.    

Mr Stein agreed to contact Dr Wardrop to extend an invitation to attend a future Area Optical Committee Meeting.                                                                                      Action:   Mr Stein

8/
AREA CLINICAL FORUM
i) Key Issues for Next ACF

Members agreed the following key issues for the next 12 months:

· Need to appoint Area Optical Adviser to the NHS Board

· Promote Dispensing Opticians as part of GOS – (19 in Forth Valley)

· Need to implement pre-school eye screening

· Raise awareness of new Optometric Contract

· Get consensus view with regard to Shared Care – ongoing

· Progress Primary/Secondary Care Interface
9/
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

It was noted that it could be difficult on a Friday afternoon to make emergency referrals to the Eye Clinic.  Ms Ballance accepted that some problems did occur if Locum’s were not available until 5 p.m.   A new triage number would be available from mid February 2008 which should help alleviate this problem.
10/
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS


Members agreed to keep the next meeting date of 3rd March 2008 in diaries.
Future meeting dates for 2008 still to be agreed.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.
FEK

12.01.08
PAGE  
1

