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Do you want to play a bigger part in reviewing the core changes in our local industry?


Do you want to find out what is happening locally within Optometry?


Come to a LOC meeting or join the email mailing list


Send details to Paul Bradford


 paul@ merseysideoptical.org





New GOS sight testing and domiciliary fees published


The Department of Health has published new GOS sight testing fees and domiciliary fees to take effect from 1 April 2008. There is also a new rate for the pre-registration supervisor's grant. The letter also includes a figure for the 2009 continuing education and training allowance but no action should be taken on this yet and further directions will be issued. 


PCTs or their support services agencies should pay arrears of the new sight testing fees and domiciliary fees as soon as possible to bring fees claimed since 1 April 2008 up to the new levels.


Coming soon - GOS contract monitoring toolkit


NHS PCC is currently putting the finishing touches to a monitoring toolkit for the new GOS contract. We intend to consult the optical professional bodies on the content of the toolkit during February and hope to publish the toolkit at the end of March. 








“Gentleman, now we have decided why it cannot be done, let us determine how it will be done.” 


Admiral Lord Nelson





GOC Fee goes up for first time in 4 years


The General Optical Council has announced that the annual retention fee for 2009/10 is rising from £169 to £219. This is the first time in four years that the cost of GOC registration has gone up. The new fee amount was agreed by Council at its November meeting, and applies to the next retention period, which runs from 1 April 2009 - 31 March 2010.





Orbituary – Mel Valins





It was with sadness we heard of the passing of Mel Valins on 17th January. He was an ophthalmic optician before initial registration was introduced and worked up until a few years ago.


Mel worked with his brother in Sefton and Kirkby, he also did locum work in the area. He was always very active on the Merseyside Optical Committee. He linked students with the local society and he undertook, the often thankless task of arranging many social occasions that brought the profession together.


Most people knew him in the 70s and 80s in all areas of the profession, he was quite a character. Many of you will have seen him up until the past year or two at refresher courses, lectures etc as even after retirement he was still very involved.








Useful weblinks:





Sefton LOC:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.loc-net.org.uk/seftonloc/index.html"�http://www.loc-net.org.uk/seftonloc/index.html�


Optometry Live TV – offering free CET


�HYPERLINK "http://www.optometrytoday.tv"�http://www.optometrytoday.tv�


The Eyecare Trust


�HYPERLINK "http://www.eye-care.org.uk"�http://www.eye-care.org.uk�








Dispensing opticians take a view on lower fees


Following a meeting between the Association of British Dispensing Optician's president Barry Duncan, general secretary Sir Anthony Garrett and GOC chairman Geoff Harris, the Council has confirmed that it is willing to consider the issue of lower registration payments for dispensing opticians, according to a report in the trade publication Optician








Dotting the T’s


Given recent change of advice from advisory bodies, Sefton LOC has a new constitution. It has been checked and accepted also by NHS Sefton.





If anyone would like to review details of our constitution and / or details of the 2009/10 budget and / or details of 2008/09 accounts then they can have access by contacting us.








FODO Appoints new President





Don Grocott, president of the AOP, has also been appointed new president of FODO. The move comes at a time when FODO and the AOP have given their commitment to explore the formation of an optical confederation.





VACANCY


The LOC committee have decided to expand their numbers and would like to recruit another local performer to their team. If interested then you need to be nominated by another performer and contact the LOC secretary.








