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Do you want to play a bigger part in reviewing the core changes in our local industry?


Do you want to find out what is happening locally within Optometry?


Come to a LOC meeting or join the email mailing list


Send details to Paul Bradford paul@ merseysideoptical.org





English GOS Contract


The new GOS contract came into play 1st August 2008. There was a flurry of initial concerns which mostly seem to have settled now. 


All optometrists now only have to be present on one performers list if they wish to practice in GOS tests in England. Contractors no longer have to be registered practitioners. Domiciliary work requires a separate contract.


If you are unaware of the implications of the changes or have any concerns then you could contact LOC for advice or support. paul@ merseysideoptical.org





“Just because something doesn’t do what you planned it to do doesn’t mean it’s useless.” – Thomas Edison





LOC Newsletter


This newsletter will be sent out periodically as required. If there are items that you would like shared or discussed, please bring them to our attention for discussion and approval.


paul@ merseysideoptical.org








Joint LOC Cooperation


During 2008 the officers from Sefton, Central Mersey and Liverpool LOCs have been discussing ideas to promote further their shared objectives.


This has been decided to continue as appropriate.








Focusing on Low Vision


Earlier this year the LOC invited practitioners to a review of Low Vision resources within the Sefton, Southport & Liverpool areas. Representatives from hospitals, charities and support groups united to discuss resources and options for the future.





What have the LOC ever done for me.......?


In short the function of the LOCs as prescribed by law, is simply stated as being to represent local contractors and local performers....


At the 2009 LOC AGM there will be a proposal of a new LOC constitution for the Sefton area.


The committee are presently looking at a whole range of proposals and options to support contractors and performers. To be involved attend the AGM or local meetings.





Merseyside Optical Seminars


The MOS committee announced that they have ceased operations with immediate effect.  


Given the amount of free and heavily subsidised general CET training available they have found it impossible to continue. The whole committee would like to acknowledge your support over the past 10 years and they have all found it a pleasure to serve you.


 


They will continue individually to drive forward local CET within the LOCs. This will hopefully attend to more specific needs of our colleagues to support promoting and maintaining high standards and facilitating enhanced services.








Useful weblinks:


Sefton LOC:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.loc-net.org.uk/seftonloc/index.html"�http://www.loc-net.org.uk/seftonloc/index.html�


Optometry Live TV – offering free CET


�HYPERLINK "http://www.optometrytoday.tv"�http://www.optometrytoday.tv�


The Eyecare Trust


�HYPERLINK "http://www.eye-care.org.uk"�http://www.eye-care.org.uk�











Changes in the ranks


The 2008 AGM brought some changes to the officers of Sefton LOC. Local practitioners have elected Paul Newell as the new chair, Paul Bradford as the new secretary and Andrew Willetts as the new treasurer. On behalf of the group local practitioners Martin Glenn paid tribute and gave thanks to the outgoing team of David and Jane Seabrooke and Alice Joyce for their many years of service. 


David, Jane and Alice will continue to serve on the LOC as committee members.








