STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTOMETRIC COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at Quality Hotel, Penkridge

on Monday 26th September 2005.

PRESENT:

Malcolm Gray, Ian Lucas, Carolyn Parker, Stephen Kimberley, David Arthur, Shelley Stubbs, Angela Morris, Pam Attwell, Andrew Ligocki, David Stidwell, Sue Cutts, Beverley Ricketts, Sarah Edge, Heather Bailey, Mike Cody, Julian Phillips, Robert Hanwell. 

Ruth Brough, Christine Walters and Sophia McCubbin were also present.

1. APOLOGIES

Martin Shaw, Ian Meadows, Stephen Cotton, Jim Barlow, Sue Noyce, Prasad Rao.

Julie Ellis also sent her apologies, together with a letter of resignation. She feels that she can no longer continue on the committee due to family commitments. 

2. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed that the minutes be taken as read and approved, with slight adjustment to the attendance/apology list. Agreed unanimously. 

3. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising. 
4.TREASURER’S REPORT

Balances in Accounts:

Voluntary Levy

£ 20,706.09




Statutory Levy


£ 80,884.42




Shared Care


£ 21,892.43

A list of practitioners who contribute to the Voluntary Levy has been received from the PCT Finance departments and has been forwarded to Ian Meadows. He will write to all those practitioners who do not currently contribute to ask them to reconsider their position on this.

There is a bit of a crisis with the shared care account! There have been no funds from the PCTs since the 1st April 2005, as they are paying the funds directly for the new retinopathy screening and so we are no longer holding funds for them. However, the project co-ordinators salary and other project expenses continue to be drawn on the account. The account holds funds for other shared care schemes, which currently totals £29,931.36 of non diabetic money, which means in effect that the diabetes funds are currently overdrawn by £8.038.93, and it is getting worse every month! Pam is in discussion with the PCTs regarding this issue.

The expense rates for 2005-2006 are as follows,

Meetings (practice time)
£46.50 per hour

Meetings (evening)

£23.25 per hour

Travel



£0.40 per mile


Secretarial


£7.37 per hour
  

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Malcolm had a lot to report. 

The diabetic retinopathy scheme has advanced and the pilot phase is now underway. The first phase practices are now trained and are due to go live in two weeks, and the second phase practices are in training now and the roll out is expected to have been completed by the end of November. The existing scheme will terminate by the end of the year. There will be transitional arrangements to deal with recall etc initially. The Service Level Agreements are ready for signing. All practices are now aware of their situation. This is a Staffordshire only scheme and therefore only applies to patients who are registered with a Staffordshire GP.

The SWS triage of referrals has been very successful. There was a meeting held for all optometrists who see patients in SWS to look at referral refinement, this has been very effective in improving quality of referrals and has also reduced the number of referrals. The referral refinement scheme is going live next week. BLT are in the process of introducing a similar scheme, as are Moorlands. North and South Stoke are tightening up on appointment availability so a scheme will be indicated there too, shortly. 

Staffordshire Moorlands red eye scheme received a lot of support from local optometrists at a recent meeting, so this will now be taken further.

Glaucoma is another hot topic with BLT looking at using existing shared care practices to refine glaucoma referrals, SWS using COSI’s to refine their glaucoma referrals, and Moorlands are to do a pilot scheme for the co-management of 200 glaucoma patients.

The Paediatric scheme in North Staffs is set to expand soon.

There is currently a Low Vision Aid supply business case being developed.

From 2006 there will be new structure and responsibility for PCTs. It is likely that the 8 current PCTs in Staffordshire will re-shuffle to just 2 new PCTs.

The new optical contract continues to cause debate. Funds will be devolved to commissioners and linked to quality outcome. Therefore we need a Staffordshire organisation to deliver and control quality assurance for eye care. This will present an opportunity for those with higher levels of competency to deliver more skilled services.

The way forward was discussed fully and frankly, covering such items as SECS Ltd and putting together a business proposal to present to the PCTs and Strategic Health authorities.

Malcolm Gray proposed, as Chair, to set up a sub-committee, namely the LOC officers, to deal with the business organisation and develop the proposal. This was voted for unanimously.

6. REPORTS FROM SUB-GROUPS

Clinical Governance:

Minutes of the sub committee meeting attached.

Sue reported that Julian Phillips has carried out an initial analysis of the Clinical Governance questionnaire. The results are to be commented on and then finalised.

Development and Implementation

Minutes of the sub committee meeting attached.

Stephen Kimberley reported that the PEEPS AWARD scheme stickers have been printed and are ready to be distributed, and the certificates to be presented at first eye examination are in print.

The revised childcare leaflets are completed and are about to go to the orthoptists and colleagues for comment. 

Professional Services

Minutes of sub committee meeting attached.

Will look into the ‘Quality Eyecare supporting Quality Eyewear’ promotion to attract the public into our practices.

Clinical Advancement

Stephen Cotton reported that he is to arrange a meeting about Child Protection issues with Pauline Carr.

7. ANY OTHER PCT ITEMS

There were no other items.

8. LOW VISION SERVICES

Beverley attended a meeting for the children sub-committee. Issues such as the ‘Red Book’ were discussed. It was widely the belief that the parents bring this along to eye examinations etc. 

There was a full committee meeting which reported that the BD8 has now been completely withdrawn and the Low Vision letter has now been replaced with a leaflet. 

9. AOP REPORT

Ian Lucas had nothing to report, but asked if everyone was now receiving the new electronic newsletter called ‘blink’, via e-mail. If not make sure you let AOP know correct e-mail address.

10. ABDO REPORT

Mike Cody reported that the Annual CET Conference took place in Glasgow, last weekend and was very successful.

11. FODO

There was nothing to report.

12. AOB

Carolyn Parker alerted members of the committee to recent e-mails on the LOC Forum which highlighted two important points:

· Copying letters to the patient – new amendments to the Opticians Act make this a mandatory requirement.

· Voucher submission – vouchers for uncollected spectacles must now be submitted within three months of the dispense date rather than within six months.

Stephen Saum attended a local representatives meeting recently which highlighted the NHS’s responsibility to look after its employees, and detailed a confidential help group where professional staff can go for help and advise about issues such as stress and depression etc. He was asked whether optometrists would like to be included, committee decided we would!

The issue of having an official launch for the new diabetic scheme was raised, with the invitation of local M.Ps also considered.

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 14th November 2005 at the Stone House Hotel, Stone

M.D Gray

Chairman

