STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTOMETRIC COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at Stone House Hotel, Stone

on Monday 14th November 2005.

PRESENT:
Malcolm Gray, Ian Lucas, Carolyn Parker, Stephen Saum, Roy Bates, Stephen Kimberley, David Arthur, Shelley Stubbs, Andrew Ligocki, Sue Cutts, Beverley Ricketts, Sarah Edge, Heather Bailey, Martin Shaw, Ian Meadows, Stephen Cotton, Julian Phillips, Robert Hanwell. 

Trevor Edwards, Jim Barlow, Angela Morris, Sue Noyce and Sophia McCubbin were also present.

1. APOLOGIES
Pam Attwell, David Stidwell, Mike Cody, Prasad Rao.

2. MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed that the minutes be taken as read and approved, with slight adjustment to the attendance list, to include Stephen Saum and Roy Bates. Agreed unanimously. 

3. MATTERS ARISING
Carolyn Parker queried where the ‘PEEPS’ award scheme stickers were, as they had been produced by the last meeting but have not yet been distributed. The delay is apparently due to indecision on whether the accompanying certificates should be produced on paper or cardboard. Malcolm Gray said to use cardboard, and to make sure that they are produced and distributed as a matter of urgency. 

4.TREASURER’S REPORT

Balances in Accounts:

Voluntary Levy

£ 20,496.52




Statutory Levy


£ 90,278.61




Shared Care


£ 34,216.14

The gift to Cannock Hospital in memory of Mr Chew has at long last been paid for. The cost of £235 was paid from the voluntary levy account.

The shared care account has now received £10,000 from SWS PCT to commence seeing glaucoma patients in the community. SWS PCT has also provided a sum of £5,264.20 to repay the diabetic co-ordinators salary payments. Although the salary will continue to be paid from the shared care account, Pam will be invoicing SWS PCT on a regular basis for reimbursement. There have been many meetings to do with diabetes and training for the new scheme, which have also been paid for from the shared care account. 

5. REPORTS FROM SUB-GROUPS

Clinical Governance: 
Minutes of the sub committee meeting distributed.

Sue reported that a draft report on the findings of the Clinical Governance questionnaire had been prepared. It concludes that most practitioners have a reasonable understanding of CG, and offers recommendations to ensure that all practitioners are brought up to speed. The report is to be reviewed by the LOC, and any comments, in particular any further recommendations, to reach Sue before December 5th. Malcolm Gray suggested that the eight PCTs should be informed of the results from the questionnaire.  

Development and Implementation

Minutes of the sub committee meeting attached.

Stephen Kimberley reported that the revised child eyecare leaflets have been circulated to the orthoptists and colleagues. Feedback from Mid Staffs outlined concerned that there is no reference to orthoptists or school health services. An additional paragraph is now being drafted to include these areas. The ‘PEEPS’ award scheme has already been discussed. 

Professional Services

Minutes of sub committee meeting attached.

The web-page development was discussed. Any relevant, useful info that’s appropriate for public consumption to be e-mailed to Ian Lucas ASAP please.

There is still some confusion over the ‘Quality Eyecare supporting Quality Eyewear’ promotion, to attract the public into our practices. It was not very clear on what scale this promotion was to take place and therefore through which medians. 

Clinical Advancement

Stephen Cotton had nothing to report.

6. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
Malcolm reported that Pam has been very poorly recently and is now only doing very light duties from home. Under the circumstances, e-mail is the best way to communicate as Malcolm is checking those as often as possible. 

The paediatric shared care scheme in North Staffordshire is set to expand, with the current programme doubling from 400 to 800 children. There will be a meeting to finalise imminently. The pilot scheme for the glaucoma shared care has also been endorsed for Stephen Saum.

There is a three week audit referral programme in conjunction with Queens to grade referrals according to appropriateness then follow-up meetings with local optometrists on how to improve. The profession has not been advised so as not to falsely refine referrals initially.

7. HEALTH IMPROVEMENT BILL
A brief has been sent out to the profession outlining plans and details of three meetings to be held in order to promote optometry, to which the PCTs and M.Ps are to be invited. 

The LOC is maintaining a professional approach and embracing positive points to give the clear, unequivocal message that we are not against progress but that progress without safeguards is not necessarily beneficial for the patients of Staffordshire. Presentable document folders have been produced that include a map detailing where the optometric practices lie in Staffordshire and information about tonometry and digital photography, as well as demonstrating how our profession has advanced over recent years. There has been attention from the Strategic Health Authorities and the PCTs, who would like more information. Malcolm thanked the officers for their help and support. 

8. ANY OTHER PCT ITEMS

Jim Barlow reported that the Department of Health will be deciding on a new configuration of PCTs later this month. It is likely that there will be 1 PCT for Staffordshire, 1 for Stoke and 1 for Shropshire. Alan Suggs, the Chief Executive of BLT PCT has retired due to ill health. The incidence of flu is on the increase this year, and also there are ongoing fears about the spread of bird flu, therefore there is planning in place to cope with a pandemic.

Sue Noyce reported that the Stoke merger is underway, with Mike Ridley taking over as interim Chief Executive. The PCTs have had to make a draft declaration that they comply with 24 core standards, which fall under 7 categories. In future they will make annual declarations in April. They are also responsible for service providers, commissioned and also contracted.  Sue Noyce suggested that it may be a good idea for the Clinical Governance sub-committee to look over the document and find points relevant to optometry and how to move forward with this.

Malcolm advised the LOC that the role of Optometric Advisor to the four North Staffs PCTs officially terminates in March 2006. They have decided that it will be better if the two Stoke PCTs contract their own advisor as of the 1st April 2006, as they will probably have their own PCT under the new configuration.

9. DIABETIC SCREENING PROJECT
 Malcolm reported that Staffordshire is the most advanced county in the country! By December 31st the old scheme will be suspended and the new scheme will take over completely. The database has been cleansed and now contains 28,000 patients. The next phase of training is to take place on Thursday 17th November, and the last phase will follow it on 30th November.

10. AOP REPORT

Ian Lucas reported that CET was discussed and how to move things forward. The Scottish members talked about their new GOS contracts.
11. ABDO REPORT
There was nothing to report.
12. FODO
There was nothing to report.

13. AOB
Beverley reported that Low Vision Kits have been distributed to optometry practices, social services etc. The funding for referrals from optometric practices is currently being negotiated.

The “Quality Eyecare supporting Quality Eyewear” promotion was discussed. Public relations are to be used to raise the awareness that a quality outcome is only possible by starting with a quality process.

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 16th January 2006 at the Stone House Hotel, Stone

M.D Gray

Chairman

