STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTOMETRIC COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at Stone House Hotel, Stone

on Monday 4th July 2005.

PRESENT:

Malcolm Gray, Ian Lucas, Carolyn Parker, Stephen Kimberley, Ian Meadows, David Arthur, Shelley Stubbs, Angela Morris, Pam Attwell, Andrew Ligocki, Stephen Cotton, David Stidwell, Sue Cutts, Beverley Ricketts, Julie Ellis, Mike Cody, Julian Phillips, Martin Shaw, Robert Hanwell. 

Jim Barlow was also present, representing BLT PCT.

Ruth Brough and Christine Walters were also present.

1. APOLOGIES

Roy Bates, Stephen Saum, Mike Cody, Julian Phillips, Martin Shaw, Sarah Edge, Heather Bailey, Sue Noyce, Prasad Rao.

2. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed that the minutes be taken as read and approved. Agreed unanimously. 

3. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising. 
4.TREASURER’S REPORT

Balances in Accounts:

Voluntary Levy

£ 21,419.67




Statutory Levy


£ 70,634.97




Shared Care


£ 29,130.33

Carolyn Parker has written to the finance department and decreased the statutory levy to 1.75% of GOS fee as agreed at the AGM. This should take effect from May payments onwards.

The amount sent to the Central LOC fund monthly has been increased to £1236, an inflationary rise 3% on last year. Ian Meadows is going to write to all practitioners who do not currently contribute to the voluntary levy and ask them to reconsider, as discussed at the last officers meeting. 

The payments made for the LOC Secretary have been increased by 3%, as have the allowances for attendance, also as agreed.

The fees for the new diabetic screening project will be paid directly from the host PCTs for 2005-2006. This means that the money remaining in the Shared Care account is the balance of the new scheme set up money and ‘other’ shared care money from the South, which is mainly glaucoma project monies. 

5. OFFICERS REPORT

Malcolm reported that there will be more commitment for improved communication and therefore the web-site is of primary concern.

There will be two meetings in September, one in North Staffs and one in South, to discuss three pertinent issues. These are 1.referral refinement process, 2.update on diabetic pilot, and 3.new GOS contract. 

The chair congratulated the sub-committees on their level of activity and progress. 

Information packs are going to be put together for each sub-group detailing venues etc.

6. REPORTS FROM SUB-GROUPS

Clinical Governance:

Minutes of the sub committee meeting attached.

Sue reported that the baseline assessment has now been done and the results are back for analysis. The group also discussed verification of sight test intervals on GOS 1 forms, how are these checked? What happens to those with inappropriate intervals and no code? Also ‘point of service checks’ were discussed. 

Development and Implementation

Minutes of the sub committee meeting attached.

Stephen Kimberley reported that the PEEPS AWARD scheme idea has been followed up and example stickers designed along with a draft version of the certificate presented at first eye examination.

It appears that North Staffs already have a page in the Red Book dedicated to vision, so have suggested that the page is re-written to include optometrists and our comments but not viable to have two pages saying very similar things. 

Professional Services

The group have discussed organising the peer review meetings and Christine Walters has now been drafted into this sub-group to help, as she has done some work in this area previously.

Beverley also discussed the idea of passing on information between sub-groups more often so everyone knows what is being done by the LOC. 

Clinical Advancement

 Stephen Cotton reported that the meeting about Child Protection has been provisionally scheduled for August with one meeting centrally to include North and South Staffs.  

7. ANY OTHER PCT ITEMS

Jim Barlow reported that change is imminent, with Bernard Crump moving on at the end of July and David Nicholson taking over as Acting Chief Executive designate from 1st August. Changes to PCT structure are also in the midst but have not been finalised yet.      

8. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

Malcolm Gray reported that an audit of referrals has been conducted in South West Staffordshire. The results found that, of those referrals audited, 32% did not need to be referred at all and 40% could have been improved. Staffordshire Moorlands are keen to start an Acute Eye Referral Scheme by the end of the year and have budgeted for this already. Malcolm is to set up a meeting with the optometrists in this area to discuss a model for this. There was a full and frank discussion amongst committee members about the implications and logistics of this.

The Paediatric co-management scheme in North Staffs has proved very successful with 750 children having been seen within the first year. There are now plans to take the scheme further.

Tim Jordan has provisionally agreed to a glaucoma co-management trial in North Staffs. The pilot trial will take place at Stephen Saum’s practice and will initially be funded by Staffordshire Moorlands. A model is being created for provision in North Staffs.

Mr Manoj has agreed, in principal, to a paediatric co-management scheme in SWS and also to shared-care of patients needing field tests.  

9. DIABETIC SCREENING PROJECT

It has been a frantic few weeks finalising arrangements for pilot scheme to be launched. Initially, the pilot practices will be appraising the scheme.

The funds have been secured but there is pressure from some PCTs to cut costs as much as possible, so while the fees will be as agreed originally we have to bear in mind that the fee level is based on there being 32,500 diabetic patients in Staffordshire and if lots more than this actually appear the fee level per patient will have to be reduced. 

10. LOW VISION SERVICES

Beverley reported that there is to be a yellow book printed with information for people with sight loss. This will go to all optical practices. Social Services would welcome our input on this area.

There is also a leaflet for children with visual impairment being edited, which details local events where they can socialise with children with similar disabilities. Can the LOC support the distribution of these leaflets via practices? The committee agreed in principal.

Beverley is going to draft a questionnaire about practitioner’s commitment to LVA provision  

11. AOP REPORT

A new electronic newsletter called ‘blink’ is being sent to all members, via e-mail.

Information to promote optometry is being sent to other members of medical profession, eg. Doctors surgeries.

The last council meeting was largely taken up discussing the new GOS contract and creating a sort of ‘wish list’ for inclusion.

Vantage delivered a very interesting lecture about CET and the difficulties that they have encountered etc. It was most enlightening! 

12. ABDO REPORT

There was nothing to report.

13. FODO

There was nothing to report.

14. AOB

David Arthur reported that the Patient Atlas’ has finally been printed and will be distributed very soon. Alcon will distribute to all practises.

Malcolm asked the committee to give some thought to a generic promotion for our profession, namely ‘Quality Eye Care supporting Quality Eye Wear’. The promotion will ultimately be commissioned by an outside organisation and funded by the voluntary levy. 

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 26th September 2005 at the Stone House Hotel, Stone

M.D Gray

Chairman

