STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL OPTOMETRIC COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at Stone House Hotel, Stone

on Monday 20th March 2006.

PRESENT:
Malcolm Gray, Ian Lucas, Carolyn Parker, Roy Bates, David Stidwell, Sue Cutts, Shelley Stubbs, Stephen Saum, Stephen Kimberley, David Arthur, Beverley Ricketts, Sarah Edge, Ian Meadows, Stephen Cotton, Julian Phillips, Robert Hanwell. 

Jim Barlow was also present.

1. APOLOGIES
Pam Attwell, Mike Cody, Andrew Ligocki, Heather Bailey, Angela Morris, Shakeel Puri,  Martin Shaw, Sue Noyce, Prasad Rao.

2. MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed that the minutes be taken as read and approved and this was agreed unanimously. 

3. MATTERS ARISING

Malcolm Gray has spoken to SWS PCT following Bev Ricketts query about how to check if sight test forms are being paid. They reported that they have only had one query in the past five years but they are always willing to help with any query. They also added that the auditors were happy with the process in place.

Stephen Saum reported that the glaucoma pilot scheme in Moorlands has been put on hold as the lead Ophthalmologist is off sick 

4.TREASURER’S REPORT

Balances in Accounts:

Voluntary Levy

£ 20,976.37




Statutory Levy


£ 101,433.58




Shared Care


£ 23,163.03

The invoice that was sent to SWS finance department for reimbursement of the Diabetic Retinopathy Screening set up costs, has now been paid. The LOC are still paying a monthly amount for Pam’s time spent on diabetes from the shared care account, despite no longer receiving funding for diabetes shared care in to the account. 

Following Ian Meadows discovery that North Staffs were not separating the voluntary levy payments from some practitioners, higher voluntary levy payments are now being received from North Staffs because the error has been rectified.

Carolyn asked for any volunteers to audit accounts. Sarah Thomas and Mike Priest’s names were put forward.

Carolyn and Malcolm are going to the bank to formerly open an account for SECS cooperative. There will be an officers meeting next week to put together a business plan for the delivery of optometry and dispensing in Staffordshire. 
5. REPORTS FROM SUB-GROUPS

Clinical Governance: 
Minutes of the sub committee meeting distributed.

The baseline questionnaire results are going to be distributed together with a new document that includes advice on sources of information to help practitioners improve their standards of practice and where necessary to comply with legal requirements.

The committee discussed the use of the LOC website to inform practitioners of matters relating to CG which require legal compliance. 

Development and Implementation

Minutes of the sub committee meeting distributed.

Stephen Kimberley reported that they are still awaiting input from the orthoptists from North Stoke for the revised children’s eyecare leaflets. 

The ‘PEEPS’ award scheme certificates are going well.

Professional Services

Minutes of the sub committee meeting distributed.

The LVA supplier leaflet apparently already contains out of date information and obviously it is continuing to change, therefore it was decided that it needs to contain the statement that the information was correct at ‘date’.

The press releases were discussed and must let all practitioners know in advance of each release so that they can prepare for queries etc. following. Carolyn said that Norville will produce leaflets on sports vision, so could maybe expand on this.

Beverly Ricketts and Sarah Edge are to attend an open day at Flash Ley School for visually impaired children and their families. They requested any relevant display material etc.

The possibility of handing out information ‘goody’ bags at Staffordshire County Show was debated. Everyone agreed that it was a very good idea but it was felt that it was probably logistically not possible to organise for this year. Therefore this idea will be expanded and planned ready for next year.    

Clinical Advancement

Stephen Cotton had nothing really to report. 

6. ANY OTHER PCT ITEMS

Jim Barlow reported that the Strategic Health Authorities will meet on the 5th April to consider options for the merger of the PCTs, and they will produce their recommendations five days later. The preferred recommendation will be put to the Department of Health on the 27th April and the Department will decide on the final new structure on the 31st May.

7. HEALTH IMPROVEMENT BILL
Malcolm reported that they have now received responses from six MPs in Staffordshire.

He also discussed a letter written to Robert Flello by Rosie Winterton, about changes to GOS services. 

8. COMMISSIONING & PATIENT LED NHS CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

A decision needs to be made about the new structure of the PCTs. The committee debated the options and felt that the most sensible one would be to merge current eight PCTs into three, as follows, one for Stoke, one for Moorlands and Newcastle and one for South Staffordshire.

9. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

The current Optometric Advisor’s contract is to be extended by up to six months in order to deal with post-payment verification in North Staffs

The unveiling of the Chris Chew memorial plaque went very well and everyone felt that it is a very fitting tribute.

There is an Ophthalmology review next week at SGH. We are hoping for a decision about the expansion of the clinical assessment service by the end of March. 

East Staffs and BLT referral refinement scheme has been on hold but Roy Bates has received an e-mail indicating that they are keen to resurrect the scheme.

The referral improvement meeting for North Staffs was attended by 45 optometrists. 

The expansion of the Paediatrics Scheme in North Staffs is set to go ahead. 

Beverley reported that a pilot scheme for LVA provision is set to take place, hopefully in Staffordshire. The pilot will involve several local charities putting together funds to create a salary for a LVA provision co-ordinator, who will then raise monies for the scheme.

10. DIABETIC SCREENING PROJECT
The official launch took place on the 2nd March and was a great success. The scheme has gone live ahead of most of the country.

There is now a database of 33,000 patients in Staffordshire.

The office is currently receiving between 50 and 60 calls a day regarding the scheme, two-thirds of which are from patients who require referral.

There are still some secondary grading issues that need to be resolved, therefore there will be a meeting of secondary graders very soon.

11. AOP REPORT

Ian Lucas had nothing further to report.
12. ABDO REPORT
Mike Cody was not present. Nobody else had anything to report. 

13. FODO
Heather Bailey was not present. Nobody else had anything to report.

14. AOB
David Arthur queried the provision of mobile cameras for domiciliary diabetic retinopathy screening. Malcolm advised that they are not available yet but are due very soon.

The AGM is to be held on the 5th June.  

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 8th May 2006 at the Stone House Hotel, Stone

M.D Gray

Chairman

